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Descriptive Summary 

 
Repository:   Outer Banks History Center 

 

Creator:   Baum Family 

 

Title:    33MSS-105 Milford J. Baum Papers, 1897 - 2003 

 

Language of the Materials: Materials in English 

 

Location:   For current information on the location of these materials, please 

consult the Outer Banks History Center 

 

Abstract: Milford Josephus Baum (1906-2006) was the son of Lloyd Curtis 

and Annie Frost Baum of Poplar Branch, North Carolina. Milford 

Baum served in the U. S. Army during World War II, rising to the 

rank of Lieutenant Colonel. After his discharge in 1946, Baum 

went to work with the Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company (A & P), 

eventually becoming vice-president of the A & P Produce 

Division, middle west division. He retired in 1966 and returned to 

Currituck County, settling in Aydlett, where he operated a farm 

that he refered to as "Baum Shelter." He was also a member of the 

Currituck County Planning Board. An aviation enthusiast, he later 

became president of the First Flight Society and was instrumental 

in the planning of the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the 

Wright brothers first flight. 

 

The Milford J. Baum Papers contain materials related to the Baum 

family, as well as the First Flight Society and the 75th Anniversary 

of the First Flight Celebration. Included in the collection is 

correspondence, newspaper clippings, and photographs. 

 

Extent:   1.03 cubic feet 
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Administrative Information 

 
Access Restrictions 

 
Available for research. 
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Copyright Notice 
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Copyright is retained by the authors of these materials, or their descendants, as stipulated 

by United States copyright law (Title 17 US Code). Individual researchers are responsible for 

using these materials in conformance with copyright law as well as any donor restrictions 

accompanying the materials. 
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Preferred Citation 

[Identification of item], 33MSS-105, Milford J. Baum Papers, Outer Banks History 

Center, Manteo, NC, USA. 
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Acquisitions Information 

Donated by E. Ashby Baum in 2006. 
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Processing Information 

Processed by Kelly R. Grimm, January, 2010 

Encoded by Kelly R. Grimm, January, 2010 
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Historical Note 

The Baum family has a long history of living on North Carolina's Outer Banks. The 

family can trace its roots back to the early 1700s and owned extensive property in Currituck and 

surrounding counties. Milford Josephus Baum (1906-2006) was one of five children born to 

Lloyd Curtis and Annie Frost Baum of Poplar Branch, North Carolina, located in Currituck 

County. Milford Baum served in the U. S. Army during World War II, rising to the rank of 

Lieutenant Colonel. After his discharge in 1946, Baum went to work with the Atlantic and 

Pacific Tea Company (A & P), eventually becoming vice-president of the A & P Produce 

Division, middle west division. He retired in 1966 and returned to Currituck County, settling in 

Aydlett, where he operated a farm that he referred to as "Baum Shelter." He served on the 

Currituck County Planning Board. An aviation enthusiast, he later became president of the First 

Flight Society and was instrumental in the planning of the celebration of the 75th anniversary of 

the Wright brothers first flight. 
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Collection Overview 
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The Milford J. Baum Papers contain materials related to the Baum family, with the 

majority of them pertaining to Milford Baum or close relatives. Many of the papers also contain 

information on the First Flight Society and the celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the First 

Flight. Included in the collection is correspondence, newspaper clippings, and photographs.  

Collection Arrangement 

This collection is arranged into two main series: Baum Family Papers and First Flight 

Society Papers.  
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Online Catalog Headings 

These and related materials may be found under the following headings in online 

catalogs. 

Subject Terms 

Baum family 

Baum, Milford J., 1906-2006 

First Flight Society 

Flight--anniversaries 
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Related Collections 

Additional information on topics found in this collection may be found in the Manuscript 

and Archives Reference System (MARS): http://mars.archives.ncdcr.gov/BasicSearch.aspx. 

See also: 

33BOK-0-4299: Currituck Legacy: The Baum Family of North Carolina, by Elizabeth Baum 

Hanbury, 1985 

33MSS-66: Baum Family Papers 

Container List 

Milford J. Baum Papers, 1897-2003 (2 boxes, 37 folders) 

 

Folder 1:1.1  Finding Aid 

Baum Family Papers 
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Correspondence 

Folder 1:2.1    Baum Family 

Folder 1:2.2    Condolence Telegrams to Milford Baum Following the 

Death of his Father, L. C. Baum, 1957 

Folder 1:2.3   Baum Family Genealogical Notes 

Folder 1:2.4   Marriage Announcement of Lloyd C. Baum and Annie Frost 

(Milford Baum's Parents,) 1897 

Folder 1:2.5   Obituary, Dr. J. C. Baum 

Folder 1:2.6   Baum Family 50th Reunion Directory, 2002 

Folder 1:2.7   Proceedings of the Eight Annual Session of the Rebekah State 

Assembly, 1916 

Folder 1:2.8   U. S. Army Certificate of Service and Separation Record for 

Milford Baum, 1946 

Folder 1:2.9   Farm Lease, Milford Baum, 1972 

Folder 1:2.10   Income Tax Returns, Milford J. Baum, 1944-1945 

Folder 1:2.11   Map: Milford Baum Property, 1989 

Folder 1:2.12   Currituck Sounder, Vol. 4, No. 1, Published by Currituck County 

High School, 1987 

Folder 1:2.13   Ephemera: Baum Family 

Folder 1:2.14   Guest Book: Unknown Function 

Folder 1:2.15   Diary of an Unidentified Baum Family Member, 1957 

Folder 1:2.16   Notes from a Speech made by Milford Baum during Currituck 

County's Bicentennial Celebration, 1976 

Folder 1:2.17   Baum Family Photographs 

Folder 1:2.18   Newspaper Clippings 

Early Aviation 

Folder 2:2.19    Newspaper Clippings 

Folder 2:2.20    Postcards and Photographs, 1909-1912 

First Flight Society Papers 

Correspondence 

Folder 2:3.1    Milford Baum and the First Flight Society 

Folder 2:3.2    Copies of Letters between William Tate and the Wright 

Brothers 

First Flight Society By-Laws 

Folder 2:3.3    1966 

Folder 2:3.4    1974-1975 

Folder 2:3.5   Board of Directors, 1974-1979 

Folder 2:3.6   Meeting Minutes, 1973-1979 

Folder 2:3.7   First Flight Shrine, Organization and Operation 

Folder 2:3.8   First Flight Anniversary Celebration, 1974 



Folder 2:3.9   Speech Made by Griffin Bell at the 75th First Flight Anniversary 

Celebration, 1978 

Ephemera 

Folder 2:3.10    First Flight Society 

Folder 2:3.11    75th Anniversary of the First Flight 

Newspaper Clippings 

Folder 2:3.12    First Flight and Wright Brothers 

Folder 2:3.13    75th Anniversary of the First Flight 

Folder 2:3.14    100th Anniversary of the First Flight 

Folder 2:3.15   Photograph: Wright Memorial the Night that Man First Walked on 

the Moon, by Aycock Brown, July 20, 1969 

Folder 2:3.16   Oral History Interview: Elijah Tate (separated materials) 


